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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1, 3, 7, 12, 14, 17, 21 and 23 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A detachable connector unit for an electronic 
apparatus comprising: 

a housing; 

a plurality of first connectors mounted in the housing affording connections to respective 
peripheral units; 

a second connector mounted in the housing and a part thereof projecting from a front 
surface of the detachable connector unit and affording a detachable connection to the electronic 
apparatus; dB4 

a pair of fasteners incorporated in the connector unit with said first connectors arranged 
therebetween and operable independently of each other to detachably fix the housing to the 
electronic apparatus, the length of the housing with the pair of fasteners incorporated therein 
being substantially equal to the overall length of the detachable connector unit, wherein each of 
the pair of fasteners comprises a threaded shaft axiallv movable between retracted and 
extended positions , a part of th e thr e ad e d shaft projecting outwardly from a-the front surface of 
the detachable connector uni t to conn e ct th e housing to th e e l e ctron i c apparatus and a le ngth of 
a part of e ach fast e n i ng shaft pro je ct i ng from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t. : and 

the second connector further comprises guide pins proiecting outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector 
unit is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly proiecting portion of 
each threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than a -the fixed length o f the 
outwardly proiecting guide pins a part of th e s e cond conn e ctor pro ie cting from th e front surfac e 
of th e conn e ctor un i t . 

2. (CANCELED) 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A detachable connector unit for an electronic 
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apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of first connectors affording connections to respective peripheral units; 

a second connector detachably connectable to the electronic apparatus; and 

a pair of fasteners . operable independently of each other to detachably fix the 
detachable connector unit to the electronic apparatus, mounted in the vicinity of respective, 
spaced end walls of the detachable connector unit and each of the pair of fasteners comprisesT 

a threaded shaft axiallv movable between retracted and extended positions proiecting 
outwardly from a front surface of the detachable connector unit^ and a le ngth of a p a rt of e ach 
fast e ning shaft proj e cting from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t, i n a stat e i n wh i ch th e 
conn e ctor un i t i s not attach e d to th e ele ctron i c apparatus, b e ing short e r than a le ngth of a part of 
th e s e cond conn e ctor proj e ct i ng from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t; and 

an op e rat i ng part proj e ct i ng outw a rd l y from a corr e spond i ng r e c e ss i n th e r e sp e ct i v e 

e nd wa l l 

the second connector further comprises guide pins proiecting outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector 
unit is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly proiecting portion of 
each threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than the fixed length of the 
outwardly proiecting guide pins . 

4. (CANCELED) 

5. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 3. wherein 
each of said pair of fasteners further comprises a fastener housing, connected to the connector 
unit and having an interior, and a coil spring within the interior urging the threaded shaft 
outwardly from the front surface of the detachable connector unit. 

6. (CANCELED) 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A detachable connector unit for an electronic 
apparatus, comprising: 

a housing having front and rear surfaces and a height no greater than a thickness of the 
electronic apparatus; 

a plurality of first connectors, accessible at the rear surface of the housing, detachably 
connectable to respective peripheral units; 
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a second connector mounted on the front surface of the housing and detachably 
connectable to a mating, third connector mounted on a rear surface of the electronic apparatus 
by positioning the housing with the front surface thereof in parallel, spaced relationship with the 
rear surface of the electronic housing and with the second connector aligned with the mating, 
third connector and moving the housing in a direction toward the rear surface of the electronic 
housing so as to position the respective, parallel surfaces in contiguous relationship and thereby 
to connect the second and third connectors; 

a pair of fasteners mounted in the housing with said first connectors arranged 
therebetween and having respective fastening shafts extending resiliently from, and transversely 
to, the front surface of the housing and disposed therein so as to be aligned with corresponding 
mating fasteners in the rear surface of the electronic apparatus when the respective second and 
third connectors are aligned, a l e ngth of a part of e ach fast e n i ng each threaded shaft being 
axiallv movable between retracted and extended positions prelecting from the front surface of 
the connector unit r: and 

the second connector further comprises guide pins projecting outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector unit 
is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly projecting portion of each 
threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than c hthe fixed length of the outwardly 
prelecting guide pins a part of th e s e cond conn e ctor proj e cting from th e front surfac e of th e 
conn e ctor un i t ; and 

the fastening shafts being resiliently biased by corresponding springs to project from the 
front surface of the housing and being operable independently of each other to contact and 
resiliently engage the corresponding mating fasteners in the rear surface of the electronic 
apparatus and. by rotation of the fastening shafts, to be securely engaged therewith to maintain 
the contiguous relationship of the respective, parallel surfaces. 

8. (CANCELED) 

9. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 7. wherein: 
each of said fastening shafts has a screw thread on at least a first portion thereof 

projecting from the front surface of the housing and an integral second portion extending into a 
main body of the fastener; and 

the main body receives therein a variable length part of the second portion of the 
fastening shaft, resiliently biasing same by a first force in a first direction to normally cause the 
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screw thread first portion to project from tlie front surface of the housing and , further, receives 
an increasing part of the second portion therein, due to axial movement of the fastening shaft in 
response to a second force, greater than the first force and in an opposite, second direction, 
being applied thereto. 

10. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 9, wherein 
each of said fastening shafts furthermore has an enlarged disk disposed thereon, of a diameter 
greater than the diameter of the shaft and disposed so as to render an arcuate portion of the 
disk accessible through an opening in the respective end wall of the housing for manual rotation 
by an operator. 

11 . (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 9. wherein: 
each mating fastener is a mating, female threaded unit receiving the threaded end of the 

respective fastening shaft. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A combination, comprising: 
an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

an apparatus housing having a surface defining a width of the apparatus housing and a 
height corresponding to a thickness of the housing, and 

a common connector disposed in the surface; and 

a detachable connector unit for the electronic apparatus, comprising: 
a connector housing having a corresponding width, 

a plurality of first connectors mounted in the housing affording connections to respective 
peripheral units, 

a second connector mounted in the housing and affording a detachable connection to 
the electronic apparatus, and 

a pair of fasteners incorporated in the connector unit with said first connectors arranged 
therebetween, operable independently of each other to detachably fix the housing to the 
electronic apparatus, the length of the housing with the fasteners incorporated therein being 
substantially equal to the overall length of the detachable connector unit wherein each of the pair 
of fasteners comprises a threaded shaf t axiallv movable between retracted and extended 
positions , a part of th e thr e ad e d shaft proiectinq outwardly from a-the front surface of the 
detachable connector unit ; and to conn e ct th e hous i ng to th e ele ctronic apparatus and a le ngth 
of a part of e ach fast e n i ng shaft proj e ct i ng from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t, i n a state 
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in wh i ch th e conn e ctor un i t i s not attach e d to th e ele ctron i c apparatus, b ei ng short e r than a 
le ngth of a p a rt of th e s e cond conn e ctor proj e ct i ng from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t 

the second connector further comprises guide pins projecting outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector 
unit is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly projecting portion of 
each threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than the fixed length of the 
outwardly proiecting guide pins. 

13. (CANCELED) 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A combination, comprising: 
an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

an apparatus housing having a surface defining a width of the apparatus housing and a 
height corresponding to a thickness of the housing, and 

a common connector disposed in the surface; and 
a detachable connector unit for the electronic apparatus, comprising: 

a connector housing having a corresponding width, 

a plurality of first connectors affording connections to respective peripheral units, 
a second connector detachably connectable to the electronic apparatus, and 
a pair of fasteners, operable independently of each other to detachably fix the detachable 
connector unit to the electronic apparatus, mounted in the vicinity of respective, spaced end 
walls of the detachable connector unit and each of the pair of fasteners comprises a threaded 
shaft axially movable between retracted and extended positions p roiecting outwardly from a-the 
front surface of the detachable connector unit; and an op e rat i ng part proj e ct i ng outward l y from a 
corr e sponding r e c e ss in th e r e sp e ct i v e e nd wa ll and a l e ngth of a part of e ach fast e n i ng shaft 
proj e ct i ng from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor unit, i n a stat e i n wh i ch th e conn e ctor un i t i s 
not attach e d to th e ele ctron i c apparatus, b ei ng short e r than a le ngth of a part of th e s e cond 
conn e ctor proj e ct i ng from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t 

the second connector further comprises guide pins proiecting outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector 
unit is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly proiecting portion of 
each threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than the fixed length of the 
outwardly proiecting guide pins. 
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15. (CANCELED) 

16. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 14, wherein 
each of said pair of fasteners further comprises a fastener housing, connected to the connector 
unit and having an interior, and a coil spring within the interior urging the threaded shaft 
outwardly from the front surface of the detachable connector unit. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A combination, comprising: 
an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

a connector housing having a surface defining a width of the housing and a height 
corresponding to a thickness of the housing and a corresponding width, and 

a common connector disposed in the surface; and 
a detachable connector unit for the electronic apparatus, comprising: 

a housing having front and rear surfaces and a height no greater than a thickness of the 
electronic apparatus, 

a plurality of first connectors, accessible at the rear surface of the housing, detachably 
connectable to respective peripheral units, 

a second connector mounted on the front surface of the housing and detachably 
connectable to a mating, third connector mounted on a rear surface of the electronic apparatus 
by positioning the housing with the front surface thereof in parallel, spaced relationship with the 
rear surface of the electronic housing and with the second connector aligned with the mating, 
third connector and moving the housing in a direction toward the rear surface of the electronic 
housing so as to position the respective, parallel surfaces in contiguous relationship and thereby 
to connect the second and third connectors, 

a pair of fasteners mounted in the housing with said first connectors arranged 
therebetween and having respective fastening shafts extending resiliency from, and transversely 
to, the front surface of the housing and disposed therein so as to be aligned with corresponding 
mating fasteners in the rear surface of the electronic apparatus, when the respective second and 
third connectors are aligned and a length of a part of each fastening shaft axiallv movable 
between retracted and extended positions p roiectinc outwardly f rom the front surface of the 
connector unit- Jn a stat e i n wh i ch th e conn e ctor un i t i s not attach e d to th e ele ctron i c apparatus, 
b e ing short e r than a le ngth of a part of th e s e cond conn e ctor proj e ct i ng from th e front surfaco of 
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th e conn e ctor un i t, and 

the second connector further comprises guide pins proiecting outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector 
unit is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly proiecting portion of 
each threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than the fixed length of the 
outwardly proiecting guide pins: and 

the fastening shafts being resiliently biased by the corresponding fasteners to project 
from the front surface of the housing and being operable independently of each other to contact 
and resiliently engage the corresponding mating fasteners in the rear surface of the electronic 
apparatus and, by rotation of the fastening shafts, to be securely engaged therewith to maintain 
the contiguous relationship of the respectiye, parallel surfaces. 

18. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 17, wherein: 
each of said fastening shafts has a screw thread on at least a first portion thereof 

projecting from the front surface of the housing and an integral second portion extending into the 
respectiye fastener; and 

each of the pair of fasteners receives the second portion of the respective fastening 
shaft, resiliently biasing same to normally project from the front surface of the housing and to be 
retracted therein, within a limited extent of axial movement of the fastening shaft. 

1 9. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 1 8, wherein 
each of said fastening shafts furthermore has an enlarged disk disposed thereon, of a diameter 
greater than the diameter of the shaft and disposed so as to render an arcuate portion of the 
disk accessible through an opening in the respective end wall of the housing for manual rotation 
by an operator. 

20. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The detachable connector unit of claim 1 8, wherein: 
each mating fastener is a mating, female threaded unit receiving the threaded end of the 

respective fastening shaft. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A detachable connector unit for an electronic 
apparatus, comprising: 

a housing; 

a plurality of first connectors mounted in the housing affording connections to respective 
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plural peripheral units; 

a common, second connector mounted in the housing and having plural terminals 
therein, connected through respective, separate conduction paths within the housing to 
respective said first connectors and affording a detachable connection to respective, plural 
terminals of a common, third connector of the electronic apparatus, the plural terminals of the 
common, third connector being connected to corresponding circuits of the electronic apparatus; 
and 

a pair of fasteners incorporated in the connector unit with said first connectors arranged 
therebetween, operable independently of each other to detachably fix the housing to the 
electronic apparatus wherein each of the pair of fasteners comprises a threaded shaft to 
conn e ct th e hous i ng to th e ele ctronic apparatus, th e thr e ad e d shaft axiallv movable between 
retracted and extended positions proiecting outwardly from a front surface of the detachable 
connector unit; and a l ength of a part of e ach fast e n i ng shaft proj e ct i ng from th e front surfac e of 
th e conn e ctor un i t, i n a stat e i n which th e conn e ctor un i t is not attach e d to th e e l e ctron i c 
apparatus, b ei ng short e r than a le ngth of a part of th e s e cond conn e ctor proj e ct i ng from th e front 
surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t 

the second connector further comprises guide pins proiecting outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector 
unit is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly proiecting portion of 
each threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than the fixed length of the 
outwardly proiecting guide pins. 

22. (CANCELED) 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A detachable connector unit for an electronic 
apparatus, comprising: 

a housing; 

a plurality of first connectors mounted in the housing affording connections to respective 
plural peripheral units; 

a common, second connector mounted in the housing and having plural terminals 
therein, connected through respective, separate conduction paths within the housing to 
respective said first connectors affording a detachable connection to respective, plural terminals 
of a common, third connector of the electronic apparatus the respective, plural terminals of the 
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common, third connector being connected to corresponding circuits of the electronic apparatus; 
and 

a pa i r of fast e n e r units, operab le i nd e p e nd e nt l y of e ach oth e r to d e tachab l y fix th e 
hous i ng to th e ele ctron i c apparatus, mount e d i n the v i cin i ty of r e sp e ct i v e , spac e d e nd wa ll s of 
hous i ng and e ach compris e s a thr e ad e d shaft project i ng outward l y from a front surfac e of th e 
d e tachab le conn e ctor un i t and an op e rating p a rt project i ng outward l y from a conr e spond i ng 
r e c e ss i n th e r e sp e ct i v e e nd wall, a le ngth of a part of each fast e ning shaft proj e ct i ng from th e 
front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t, i n a stat e i n wh i ch th e conn e ctor un i t i s not attached to th e 
ele ctron i c apparatus, b ei ng short e r than a l e ngth of a part of the s e cond conn e ctor proj e cting 
from th e front surfac e of th e conn e ctor un i t 

a pair of fasteners, operable independently of each other to detachably fix the detachable 
connector unit to the electronic apparatus, mounted in the vicinity of respective, spaced end 
walls of the detachable connector unit and each of the pair of fasteners comprises a threaded 
shaft axiallv movable between retracted and extended positions proiectinq outwardly from the 
front surface of the detachable connector unit: and 

the second connector further comprises guide pins proiectinq outwardly by a fixed length 
from the front surface of the detachable connector unit and, in a state in which the connector 
unit is not attached to the electronic apparatus, the length of an outwardly prelecting portion of 
each threaded shaft, in the retracted position, being shorter than the fixed length of the 
outwardly prelecting guide pins. 

24. (CANCELED) 
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